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From the thick darkness struggling to be free, 1

The glimmeriug cliff-line of 2 rounded bay dn tl

And, at its basei, monocououf_ and gray, Ay tel The South Georgia Conference to Meet To~

The sullen plunging of a breaking sea. [ : morrow Morning With Bishop Gal-
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Hoarse voices striving to e hiss b I‘ul(‘ loway Presiding.

Of shattered spray, and rush of streaming foam V Wes
on pillared crags; and, round the gannet’s home, '/ ap| Anarmy of Methodist preachers in-|i

Of nares’ feet in the bracken, where the hart

Has made (
Receive the dawn-beams, and the violets wake,
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When on my day of life the night is falling, i
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igions of gray wings o’er the black abyss. Ianfi i
o i i 4 onte| yaded Dawson yesterday, and are in pos-
Behind the cliffs, far inland, all asleep ! the ; : : :

") web wind blowing over acres bare: v } session of the eity this moining. \ Y

No strife, but a low whisper everywhere, L = ’
Barth stirring dreamily in slumber deep. the ll.ley are here to attertd the annual
Rustle of 1atac-year leraves (111(1] hetglgelngg lanes, \(ed -1 qession of the South Georgla Conference,
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his couch, until the shadowy plains oot
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’ | 3ishop C. B. Galloway, of Mississippl,
It tfn | presiding. The conference will last until
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break.
— Horace George Groser.

- ‘t next Tuesday. |

‘I'hese preachers make up a body of ||

fine looking, intelligent men, who are
And, in the winds from unsunned spaces blown, consecrated to their work, They arct a

I hear far voices out of darkness calling 10 3 o. are easi bain.
oot t0 paths UNKNOWD. T jolly set, 100 And are easily entertain- ||

Thou wio hast made my.home of life so pleasant, F
i

At Last.

ed. /
About one hundred of them m‘rived\x
on Monday's trains. These were mosily |
young preachers who belong to the
classes of the first, second and third
years, and the members of the examining

boards and members of the board of ’
These examinztions Were ail

Yieave not its tcnant when 1ts wallg decay
0 Love divine, U Ielper ever present,ooe SR
‘Be Thou my streng Wa‘lid‘ﬁﬁa;"y’l'-\ ol f»_:l;
ge near me when all else is from me drifting, e
Earth, sky, home’s picture, days of shade and shine, 1
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The love whlch answers mine. b
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ve but.Thee, O Father! Let Thy Spirit missions.

held yesterdwy, and evevything s ini/
,

No gate of pearl, 10 branch of palm, I merit,
3 readiness for the opening of conference

Nor street of shining gold.

gnilice it if, my good and ill unreckoned,
o4 both forgiven through Thy abounding grace,
Y il myself by hands familiar beckoned
1 nto my fitting place. .
Some humble door among Thy many mansions,
ASgnﬁe shef}terlng il)xla.de. vglﬁere sln' and striving ceiuee, C
nd flows forever through heayen's en expansions 51 There wi @t
o ver of Thy pewc%. green exp b pit. There will be preuc
conference by the ablest members of ‘the

There from the music round about me stealing, k

I fain would learn the new and holty son%, 1| body.

And find at last beneath Thy trees o healing Tlis is the third big religious body |
El that has met at Dawson this year, In

{his morning.

There was preaching last night, but at
the hour of going to press it had not’
been announced who would fill the pul
hing all during i
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The life for which I long.
—John Greenleaf W hittier. é
s & the spring the State Baptist convention

not engaged in. g e L =
aRenEes 1; DILAOV ANV e than-1m| was with us. A few weeks ago. the
In theso days of confusion and embar- __““ 1}‘ Primitive Baptists had their a»nnu'al i
rassmentand {inancial troubles Christians OUrP| gathering here, and now the Methodist
*3100({11d \(f;r(m?ldcrwwiu t)iﬁir ogli(g;ﬁtion to i;V 011 conference is being entertained by us.

. ¢ toar the trouble with C vistlan § W 1<) R

: ; 'se. all these good people were
business men is want of fidelity to God. |8, tl 5 co‘ul "”’,_Ll thesge, d0od BRODIGHIG
They will ot enter into a straight-for- | i)m and areheartily welcome, and we would
waxrd qgrec_mcnt with Him,to take Him as | o¢ be glad to entertain them next year were \
an active, living partner. Clivistian busi- | €l it necessary. )

ne}:;s tr]nanl,‘ :we1 you dividing your profits \;I‘Gt(:l . L e # 8
with the Lord? You cast your cares upon (€ 0 D€ unished for iolati ‘
Himand eall on Him in yprayer to ﬁelp L ed far & Vil ¢
and when the results come do you use 2 Vol. I, page 335. {
all for self? Remember the Lord and in [® Vol. CLXII, page 1276.
turn be yourself blessed. , Vol. CLXI], page 1277,

e ARl { 6Vol. IV, page 490 4
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e o4 the charge that had been circulated in
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Py gui| save his own soul, yet in saying his ownsoul hebment by the laws
: g ‘must needs do gsomewhat toward sa.vmo' ‘the soulsnd to embroil the
_tW{ of others. It is a great truth which it is importanty the one with the

© Othl oy us to remember, that in keeping our own face Foreigners resid-

} 188 oot toward Jerusalem and in walking steadtastly, r the protection of
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t cig life is lightened and the hope glorified. : ld under the same
-“_"\ conditions _ne matnrallhorn’ “MMﬂesty # % #* Mhe
offen, Slang., [uelghbormg State is
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y purpose of inducing a grin than to win a the Hou & = gl
k Mr. Brm soul it ' S i g3 S %y
s = ) PIgR
(S IR= T
! | If you h'we consciously wronged another person, you £ L)
;will never find true peace until, as far as you can, you 7 Ead
tmake confession and restitutibn. God loves you too >3 gsi
K g o
. 1well to give you peace on a false basis. 58 23 §
/ PEELaE;
_/ﬁ "‘~ That devil’s burden you carry is heavier than the ¢ =
| Iheaviest cross that is carried to the gate of heaven. dg é
1Throw off the one, and take up the other. Nrid ES%
SRS g5
o TEaT] T e Rt FOR = g2 b
e M. Edmond S‘cllxle';‘ert, a tamous French writer, by)}g(;gr i(;um 7%'1 3|
7 _ | was so impressed with the work of Wesley, that L i W0
A Géoornﬁ he wrote in the Revue Des Deux Mondes, of Par- [Py the Right) Hon, Sir
f 8 ~V%1 is, that Methodism was a religious movement
: that had changed the face of England, and that / X G

“ England as we know it to-day is the work of
Methodism.”
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Folly On Stilts.

The Augusta Chronicle of July 21 had an
extended report of the consecration of Dr,
Ellison Capers as assistant bishop of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in South
Carolina. When we remember that Dr.

Capers the newly consecrated bishop, i
the 5010 mna%@ﬁ'ﬁ’i
@;Capers of the Methodist Episcopal

Church South, and who died in South
Carolina in 1855, we must believe that

the sermon preached on the occasion of .

his consecration was very interesting to
him, not to say embarrassing. Read the
following extract from the Chronicle’s re-
port of the exercises:

« Aggistant Bishop H. M. Jackson, of Ala-

bama, preached the sermon, his subject being,
‘How shall they preach except they be sent B

Tt was an unusually strong, bold and emphatie.

presentation of the doctrines of the Episcopal
Church in reference to the ministry, setting
forth the powers of ordination given by the
bishops and the bishops alone. e referred to
the ‘irresponsible enthusiasts’ who start up
every now and then and preach from city to
city,
We¥e called inwardly, and said that this was
not a valid commission, nor was any power
conferred by the congregation, Presbyterians
say that there was but one order in the rimi-
tive church. The Episcopal Church affirmed
there were three—bishops, priests and deacons.
To the bish~p alone belonged the functions of
government and the prerogative of confirma-
fion. The Episcopate derived authority from
the apostles through Christ, and through Christ
from God, and through the ages the church
has maintained her unbroken order. Luther-
ans of the day impugn Episcopacy, but Luther
did not. Presbyterians may affirm there is
but one order in the chnreh, but not so with
Calvin, their founder. Presl)yterianism was
not a forethought. It was never intended to
work this havoc in the church, but when they
wrought it they said the emergency justified
the deed. ‘What,’ said he, ‘shall be said in
extenuation of those who under no emergency
perpetuate it.’ He said that the history of
Methodism was instructive to show how far
men may be carried without their intent.
Wesley struggled against withdrawing from
the Church of England to the day of his death,
but ineffectually.” - ‘God grant,’” said he, ‘that
they may come back.’”’

Assistant Bishop Capers, by all ac-

counts, is a very popular and lovable

man, and no doubt deserves the many
good things said of him ; but it is hard to
understand how a strong, well-rounded
man, brought up as he was, could be pa-
tient under the preaching of such doc-
trine as was preached on that interesting
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bl

rrived here, and
\ner, explaining
felt themselves
it was not done
TUnited States
taken. It was
: that it gave
id at Richmond,
n of the people
ble and friendly

1T8e _The sovereign
as right to issue s.ch a
« proclamation not

_’i I denied.
e facts at that
E States strenu-
Her Majesty’s
upon the rebel-
elligerents, and
thing, yet they
ent to Congress
judge when to
uggling to free
sive, or to inde-

ver*eign rights
that the right-
circumstances,
‘morality of the
Fea-sonable, and
ard the conces-
ase only so far
' conduct which

my!
éré
té posé la veille
Adams, devait
bnt les insurgés
s n’avaient de

lid not go forth

Ie- !
Unfriendly  con
NAQ- duct of Great Brite
ain as to the decla~
Sh srations of the Cons
. gress of Paris,
ial

méricaine d’aprés

occasion.. Forinstance, note these: “The |

powers of ordination given by bishops,
and bishops alone;” “tothe bishops alone
belong the functions of government and
the prerogative of confirmation;” “the
Episcopate derived authority from the
apostles through Christ, and through
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LIFE WELL WORTH LIVINC.

Talmage Discourses on a Text From |

Lamentations,

(:lomon’s Vexation of Spiritat Times
Attributed to the FactThat He Was
a Polygamist—Vicious Lives in De-
fiance of God’s Commandments Not
Worth Living.
Brooklyn, July 22.—Rev. Dr. Talmage,
who is now touring in the Australian
| cities, has chosen as the subject for to-
. day’s sermon through the press: ‘Worth
Living,” the text being taken from La-
mentations 3: 39, ‘“Wherefore doth a liv-
| ing man complain?”’
' If we leave to the evolutionists to guess
. where we came from and to the theolo-
| gians to prophesy where we are going to,
| we still have left for consideration the
| important fact that we are here. There
may be some doubt about where the river
(risesand some doubt about where the
| river empties, but there can be no doubt
: about the fact that we are sailing on it. So
I am not surprised that everybody asks
the question, *‘Is life worth living?”
Solomon in his unhappy moments says
it is not. “Vanity,” “vexation of
- Bpirit,” ‘‘no good,” are his estimate. The
.fact is that Solomon was at one time
- a polygamist, and that soured his disposi-
(tipn. One wife makes a man happy;
more than one makes him wretched. But
Solomon was converted from polygamy
1to monogamy, and the last words he ever
jwrote as far as we can read them, were
the words *‘mountains of spices.”” But
1.'leremiah says in my text life is worth
‘ ivi
| u‘{?g’book supposed to be doleful, and
lugubrious,;and sepulchral, and entitled
| “Lamentations,” he plainly intimates
that the blessing of merely living is so
great and grand a blessing that though a
man have piled on him all misfortunes and
disasters he has no right to complain.

The author of my text cries out in start- -

. ling intonation to all lands and to all cen-

~ and sound digestion, and

| turies, ‘“Wherefore, doth a living man

| complain?” A diversity of opinion in our
. time as well as in olden time. Here is a

young man of liight hair, and blue eyes,
enerous salary,
" and happily affianced, and on the way to

' become a partner in the commercial firm
§

of which he is an important clerk.
" Ask him whether his life is worth liy-
ing. He will laugh in your face and say:
| “Yeés, yes, yes!” Here is a man who has
come to the forties. He is at the tip-top
of the hill of life. Every step has been a
stumble and a bruise. The people he
trusted have turned out deserters, and

the money he has honestly made he has '

: - been cheated out of. His nerves are out

|

'of tune. He has poor appetite, e_m@l all
@ food he does eat does not assimilate.
Forty miles climbing up the hill of life
have been to him like climbing the Mat-
terhorn, and there are forty miles yet to
o down, and descent is always more dan-
erous than ascent. Ask him whether
ife is worth living, and he will drawl out
in shivering and lugtbrious and appalling
negative: ‘No, no, no!” /

. _How are we t0 decide this matter|
righteously and intelligently? You will|
| find the same man vacillating, oscillating
In his opinion from dejection’ to exuber-
ance, and if he be very mercurial in his
temperament it will depend very much
upon which way the wind blows. "If the
wind blow from the northwest and you |
ask him, he will say, “Yes:” and if it |
. blow from the northeast and you ask him, |
| he will say, “No.” How are we then to (
get the question righteously answered? |
| Suppose we call all nations together in a |
, great convention on eastern or western (|
[ hemisphere, and let all those who are in |
) the affirmative say ‘‘Aye’”, and all those i
who are in the negative say “No.”” While ]
there would be hundreds of thousands
who would answer in the affirmative,
there would be more millions who would
answer in the negative, and because of
the greater number who have sorrow and
misfortune and trouble the *“Noes” would | &
[ haveit. The answer [ shall give will be |
different from either, and yet it will com- |
mend 1tself to all who hear me this day
as the right answer. If you ask me ‘‘Ig
life worth living?” I answer, it all det
pends upon the kind of life you live,

In the first place, I remark, that a life
of mere money-getting is always a failu re,
because you will never get as much as
fsyou want. The boorest people in this

country are the richest, and next io them ‘
| those who are half as rich. There 1is not ‘
, @ scissors-grinder on the streets of New |
' York or Brooklyn who is so anxious to |

make money as these men who have piled
n up fortunes year after year in store-
houses, in government securities, in tene- |
ment houses, in whole city blocks. You |
. ought to see them jump when the hear
the fire bell ring. You ought to see them |
in their excitement when some bank ex-
plodes. You ought to see their agitation ‘
“when there is proposed a reformation in |
+ the tariff. Theirnerves tremble like harp-
strings, but no music in the vibration. |
' They read the reports from Wall street in
‘the morning with a concernment that
‘ threatens paralysis or apoplexy, or, more
probably, they have a telegraph or tele-
phone in their own house, so they catch |
every breath of change in the money |
Jmarket. Thedisease of accumulation has !
eaten into them—eaten into their heart, |
into their lungs, into their spleen, into
' their Iiver, into their bones. f
Chemists have sometimes analyzed the

human body, and they say it is so much |
magnesia, so much lime, so much chlorate
of potassium. If some Christian chemist ﬁ
‘would analyze one of these financial behe-
‘moths he would find he is made up of cop-
})er, and gold, and silver, and zine, and
ead, and coal. and iron.  That is not a /
life worth living. There are too many §
earthquakes in it, toc many agonies in it, h
oo many perditious in it. They build i
.. their castles, and they open their picture |-
| galleries, and they summon prima donnas,
_-and they offer every inducement for hap-
piness to come and live there, but happi-
‘ness will not ¢come. ) -
They send footmanned and
.equipage to brinz her; she will not ride
to their door. i hey send princely escort ]
she will not take their arm. They maké
‘thelr gatoways triumphal arches; she
will not ride under them. They set a
‘golden throne before a golden plate; she
turns awayv from the banquet. They call
to her from uphoistered balcony; she will
not listen. Mark you, this is the failure

of those who have had large accimula-
 tion, i

postillioned
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" And then you must take into considera-
‘tion that the vast majority of those who
make the dominant idea of life money-
etting fall far short of affluence. It is
estimated that only about two out a hun-
dred business men have anything worthy
the name of success. A man who spends
his life with the one dominant idea of
financial accumulation spends a life not
h living.
W%I;)t the idega of worldly approval. Tf that
be dominant in a man’s life he is miser-
able. The two most unfortunate men in
this country for the six months ‘of next
Presidential campaign will be the two
. men nominated for the Presxgenpy. The
reservoirs of abuse, and diatribe, and
malediction will be gradually. filled up,
i gallon above gallen, hogshead above hogs-
head, and about autumn these two reser-
voirs will be brimming full, :md'a. hose
will be attached to each one, and it will
play away on these nominees, and they
will have to stand it, and take the abuse,
and the falsehood, and the caricature,
and the anathema, and the caterwauling,
and the filth, and they will be rolled in
it, and rolled over and over
i it,  ‘until they are choked,
and submerged, and strangulated,
and at every sizn of returning conscious-
ness they will be barwed at by all the

hounds of political parties from ocean to
ocean. And yet, there are a hundred
men to-day struggling for that privilege,
and there ave thousands of men who are
helping them in the struggle. Now, that
is not a life worth living. You can get
clandered and abused cheaper than that!
Take it on a smaller scale. Do not be so
ambitious to have a whole reservoir rolled
Plover on you. But what you see in the
¢ matter of high political preferment you
see in evary community in the struggle
th for what is called social position.
th 7Tens of shousands of people trying to
1 ,get ivto that realm, and they are under
.eiterriﬁu tension. What is social position?
bICTt is a difficult thing to define, but we all
Pcknow what itis. Good morals and intel-
ligence are not necessary, but wealth. or
show of wealth, is absolutely indispensa-
he ble. Thereare men to-day as notorious
for their libertinism as the night is
tfamous for its darkness, who move in
[7' what is called high social position. There
are hundreds of out-and-out rakes in
ed American society whose names are men-
tioned among the distinguished guests at
OU the great levees. They have annexed all
hi the known vices and are longing for other
& worlds of diabolism to conquer. Good
morals are not necessary in many of the
| exalted circles of society.

Neitheris intelligence necessary. You
find in that realm men who would not
knovy an adverb from an adjective if they
( metita hundred times a day, and who
;] could not write a letter of acceptance or

| regrets without the aid of a secretary.
They buy their libraries by the square
[yard, only anxious to have the binding
] Russ_mn. Their ignorance is positively
sublime. Making English grammar al-
most disrepuvable. Anc. yet the finest
parlors open before them. Good morals
and intelligence are not necessary, but
wealth; or a show of wealth, is positively
Aindispensible, It does not makeany differ-
ence hovy you got your woalth, if you
only gey it. The best way .or you tor get
into social position is for “you "to buy a
- large amount on credit, then put your

Shoml

provertv in youy wife’s name. have'a few. "E

L/z&/

! But here I am, in the afternoon of the

‘telephones of communication with all the

fer, to love or hate. Plato says it is im-
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preferred ereditors, and then make a:
assignment. Then disappear from the
community until tke breeze is over, and
then come back and start in the same
business. Do you not see how beautifully
that will put out all the people who are
in competition with yon and trying to|
make an honest living? How quickly it
will get you into high social position!
What is the use of forty or fifty years of
hard work when you can by two or three
bright strokes make a great fortune? Ah!
my friends, when you really Jose your
money, how quick they will let you drop, |
and thie higher you get the harder you
will @z p.

The + are thousands to-day in that
realm who are anxious to keep in it.
There are thousands in that realm who
are hnervous for fear they will fall
out of it, and there are changes
going on every year, and every
mornth, and every hour which involve
heartbreaks that are never reported.
High social life is constantly in a flutter
about the delicate question as to whom
they shall let in and whom they shall
push out, and the battle is going on—pier
mirror against pier mirror, chandelier
against chandelier, wine cellar agoinst
winecellar, v drobe agaist wardrobe,
equipage against equipage. Uncertaint:
and insecurity dominant in that realm,
wretchedness enthroned, torture at a
premium, and a life not worth living.

A life of sin, a life of pride, a life of in-
dulgence, a life of worldliness, a life de-
voted to'the world, the flesh and the devil
is a failure, a dead failure, an infinite fail-
ure. I carenot how many presents you send
to that cradle, or how many garlands you
send to that grave, you need to put right
under the name on the tombstone this in-
scription: ‘‘Better for that man if he
had never been born.”

But I shall show youa life that is worth
living. A young man says: *‘Iam here.
I am not responsible for my ancestry;
others decided that. I am not responsible
for my temperament; God gave me that.

nineteenth century, at 20 years of age. I
am here, and I must take an account of
stock. Here I have a body which isa
civinely constructed engine. I must put
it to the very best uses, iand . I must
allow nothing to damage  this
rarest ~of machinery. Two feet,
and they mean locomotion. Two
eyes, and they mean capacity to pick out
my own way, Two ears, and they are

outside world, and they mean capacity to
catch sweetest music and the voices of
iriendship—the very best music. A
tongue, with almost infinity of .articula-
tion. Yes, hands with which to wel-
come, or resist, or lift, or smite, or wave,
or bless—hands to help myself and help
others.

‘‘Here is a world whick after six thou-
sand years of battling with tempest and
accident is still grander than any archi- |
tect, human or angelic, could have
drafted. I have two lamps to Jight me—a
golden lamp and a silver lamp—a golden
lamp set on the sapphire mantcl of the
day, a silver lamp set on the jet mante 1l
of the night. Yea; I have that at twenty
years of age which defies all inventory of |
valuables—a soul, with ecapacity to
choose or reject, to rejoice or to suf-

mortal. Seneca sa) /s it is imm

b S, #\
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Christ from God, and tk
the church hag maintaine
order.” 4

‘The dogma of apostoli
with its cognate tenets, has
been exploded, and the chu:&is ( 8
gone out into broader fields beyond. Some
of the foremost minds in the Episcopal
Church, as Bishop Phillips Brooks and
others, renounced the doctrine as unten-
g “Such teachings have no foundation
in the Bible, and are comtra/s to the
whole philosophy of theology and re-
ligion. It is unreasonable Ail suppose
that God would confine the communica-
tion of hie authority and Spirit for the
salvation of the world to one channel, and
especially to a channel that is so corrupt
as much of that through which the
Chur,‘q‘h of Rome, the Church of England
and the Episcopal Church have come.
The real church of God to-day looks for
succession and sanction to the more direct
1%%9&Eﬁ5ﬁ;5f-thespmtiof1ggm and life,
ra
dogmas.

Bishop Jackson is right when he says:
“Methodism was instructive to show how
far men may be carried without their in-
tent.” Methodism does show how men,
no longer intent on “teaching for doctrine
the traditions of men,” but all intent on
following the directions of providence
and gaining clean hearts and the witness
ofithe Spirit, may be carried far beyond
all that they intended and into the most
glorious experience and to such success as

was never known before in the history of

the church. He might have said also
that Episcopalian{sm shows how men,
intent on holding to prelatical traditions
and dead tenets, might, with all their

boastful arrogance, be left in the state of

the church in Sardis, having a name to
live and yet being dead.

The Methodist church in the United
States is a little over a hundred years old ;
the Episcopal church, in one form or
other, was
tlers. Meth
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. Methodism has in Georgia
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hut they are doing the work. Yes, Meth-
odism “shows how far men may be carried
without their intent” but with a willing- .4
ness to follow Christ. lod

This wide difference between the mem- »nt
bership of the Methodist and the Episco- » condition that
pal churches shows that when people are :gément which
tired of sin and want to join a church, © insurrection.
they want one that offers more advant- oting from that
ages than the world offers. They don’t ( Bussell’s No.
want a church that ignores a change of out conditions,

m, to the ¢ pro-

Termination of
negotiations wi
United States.

heart—for it is a change of heart that
they need and desire—nor one that apol-
ogizes for the sins and dissipations of the
world—for they have tried those and
know that there is no help in them. Let
us give a case., We were in a Georgia
town, not 'ong ago, where the Presby-
terian, Baptist and Methodist pastors and

jesty’s Govern-

er-
© Great Britain de-
ed gired to legalize pri-

1y vateering.
ue that might
that the two
s to assent to
1 simultane-

members had united to drive out evils |¢ .ction: and
that were becoming fearful through social {qion that Her
clubs, balls, card plaving and such things. }aq as belliger-
Many people, not members of any church, Lyg of marque
seeing the evil, joined the crusade. A Ish law, and s
great victory was gained and the town \ 100 hican. comi-
generally rejoiced. Very soon the bishop |

of the Episcopal church in Georgia came [tions to secure

along and preached there. He spoke
lightly of revivals, conscious conversion
and the manner of receiving members
intc other churches, and characterized
some of it as “bosh.” He said such
preaching as other ministers were doing
there against worldly amusements was
driving serious people away from the
church. He went on then to speak favor-
ably of those amusements, and said that
he could go from the card table into
enternity with a clear conscience. Now
the results. The other churches there have
received 270 members during this year,
the bishop has “confirmed” three. This
shows which way the serious people are
driven.

Yes, people may lese their religion after
they have joined the church, and want to
convert their churches into social clubs,
but when they feel themselves sinners and
are seeking help for a better life, they
want a church that is more than a social
club, and one that makes no efforts to
compromise with the world. Bishop
Jackson may pray that Methodism “may

come back;” but we can’t go; it is too |

far back. Besides, if we went, our hosts
would so completely swallow them as that
they would be lost. He had better pray
that the Lord would help them to catch
up before it is forever too late, for the old
church of God is moving on.
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J leathern covern almost worn out, and)

| live an hour, but then I must lay out my

fucius says it is immortal. An old book
among the family relics—a book with'
.pages almost obliterated by oft perusal,
Jjoins the other booksin saying I am im-
'mortal. I have eighty years for a life-|
_time, sixty years yet to live. I may not

plansintelligently and for a long life. |
‘Sixty years added to the twenty [ have:
already lived, that will bring me to’
eighty.. I must remember that these!
eighty years are only a brief preface to
the five hundred thousand millions of
quintillions of years which will be my
chief residence and existence. Now, I
understand my opportunities and my res-
ponsibilities.

“If there is any being in the universe
all wise and all beneficent who can help a
man in such a juncture, I want him. The
old book found among the family relics

P
{

s

Mother is the chief presiding spirit. With |
her hands she knits all the stockings for
the little feet, and she is the mantua-
maker for the boys, and she' is the mil- |
liner for the girls. There is only one \
musical instrument in the house—the [
spinning wheel. The food is very plain,
but it is always well provided. The win-
ters are very cold, but are kept out by the y
blankets she quilted. On Sunday, when
she appears in the village church, her
children around her, the minister looks
down, and is reminded of the Bible d.e-,
| scription of a good housewife—'‘Her chil-

| dren arise and call her blessed; her hus-

‘, band also, and he praiseth Ler.”

Some years go by, and the two Eeldest
boys want a collegiate education, and the
household economies are severer, and the
calculations are closer, and until those
two boys get their education thereis a

tells me there is a God, and that for the |
sake of his son, one Jesus, he will give f
Jelp toa man. To him I appeal. God |
help me! Here I have yet sixty years to!
"do for myself and to ao for others. [|
must develop this body by all industries,

| fresh air, by all good habits.

by all gymnastics, by all sunshine. by all
And this
soul I must have swept, and garnished
and illumined and glorified by all that I
can . .do  for' “it. and: all that
Il can geb God can ‘do for
it. It shall be a Luxembourg of fine pic-
tures. It shall be an orchestra of grand
harmonies. It shall be a palace for God
and righteousness to reign in. I wonder
how many kind words 1 can utter in the
next sixty years? I will try. I wonder
how many good deeds I can do in the
next sixty years? I will try. God help
me!”

That young man enters life. He is buf-
feted, he is triec, he is perplexed. A
grave opens on. this side and a grave
opens on that side. He falls, but he rises
again.. He gets into a_hard battle, but
he gets the victory. The main course of
his life is in the right direction. He
blesses everybody he comes in contact
with. God forgives his mistakes, and
makes everlasting record of his holy en-
deavors, and at the close of it God says to
him: **Well done. good and faithful ser-
vant: enter into the joys of thy Lord.”
My brother, my sister, I do not care
wiiether that man dies at 80, 40, 50, 60, 70,
or 80 years of age, you can chisel right
under his name on the tombstone these
words: ‘‘His life was worth living.”

Amid the hiils of New Hampshire, in
olden times, there sits a mother. There
are six children in the household—four
boys and two girls. Small farm, very
rough, hard work to coax ' a living out of
it. Mighty tug to make the two ends of
the year meet. The boys go to school in
winter and work the .farm in summer.

tliis to me atthe ourses, neitner Wa

1 Unpublished manuseript in the D
2 VolI., 1, page 137. 3Vol. I

| cation goes into the law, and thence into

] you that his life was worth living.
| Neither would I find it hard to persuade

hard battle for bread. One of these boys
enters the university, stands in a pulpit
widely influential,and preaches righteous-
ness, judgment and temperance, and
thousands during his ministry are blessed.
The other lad who got the collegiate edu-

legislative halls, and after 2 while he
commands listening senates as he makes
a plea for the down-trodden and the out-
cast. One of the younger boys becomes a
merchant, starting at the foot of the lad-
der, but climbing on up until his success
and his philanthropies are recognized all |
over the land. The other son staysat
home because he prefers farming life, and P
then he thinks he will be able to take
care of father and mother when they get
old. g
Of the two daughters, when the war
broke out one went through the hospitals
of Pittsburg Landing and Fortress Mon-
roe, cheering up the dying and homesick,
ard taking the last message to kindred
far away. So that every time Christ
thought of her he said, as of old, ‘‘The
same is my sister and mother.” The
other daughter has a bright home of her
own, and in the afternoon of the forenoon
when she has been devoted to her house-
hold, she goes forth to hunt up the. sick
and to encourage the discouraged, leaving
smiles and benediction all along the way.
But one day there start five telegrams
from the village for these five absent
ones, saying: ‘‘Come, mother is danger-
ously ill.” But Lefore they can be ready
to start, they receive another telegram,
saying: ‘‘Come, mother is dead.”” The
old neighbors gather in the old farm-
house to do the last offices of respect.
But as that tarming son, and the clergy-
man, and the senator, and the merchant,
and -the two daughters stand by the
casket of the dead mother taking the last
look, or lifting their limf children to see
once more the face of dear old grandma,
I want to ask thatv group around the cas- ‘,
ket one question: ‘Do you reai': think
her life was . worth living?” A life for
God, a life for others, a life of unselfish-
ness, a usetul life, a Christian life is al-
ways worth living
“f would not find it hard to persuade you
that the poor lad, Peter Cooper, making
glue for a living, and then amassing a
great fortune, until he could build a
philanthrophy, which has had its echo in
10,000 philantropies all over the country
—I would not find it hard to‘persuade
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you that tiwe life of Susannah Wesley was
worth living. She sent out one son to or-

.




ize Methodism and the obvher son to
55,’; his anthems all through the ages. I
would not find it hard work to persuade
you that the life of Frances Leege
Jvas worth living, as she established in
England a school for the scientic nurs- |
ing of the sick, and then when the war
broke out between France and Germany,
went to the front, and with her own
hands scraped the mud off the bodies of
the soldiers dying in the trenc_:hes._ with
her weak arm—standing one night in the
hospital—pushing back a German _Soldlf}l'
to his couch, as, all frenzied with his
wounds, he rushes toward the door, and
caid: ‘‘Let me go, let me go to my ‘liebe
mutter.’ ”’ Major-generals stand back to
¢ Jet; pass this angel of mercy.

%, a Nersher would I have hard work to per-
suade you that Grace Darling lwe}i a life
worth living—the heroine of the lifeboat.
You are not wondering that ‘the Duchess

% 1l of Northumberland came to see her, and
" that people of all lands asked for her
Y lighthouse, and that the proprietor of the
™. | Adelphi theater in London offered hera
hundred dollars a night just to sit in the
lifeboat whiléa some shipwreck scene was

i| being enacted.
. be]lanugtel know the thought in the minds of
hundreds who read thls._ You say: “While
I know all these lived lives worth living,
I don’t think my life amounts to much.”
‘ Ah! my friends, whether you live a life
., conspicuous or incoqsplcuous, it is worth
“% 1(living if you live aright. AndI wantmy
" 11 next sentence to go down into the depths
“ 1. of all your souls. You are to be rewarded,
~ b not according to_the greatness of your
“ Y work, but according to the holy indus-
S tries with which you employed the tal;
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. = ‘hristian Union.)
(W,hu@ can it mean? ) Is it aught to Him
That the nights are long and the days are dim?

Can He be touched by the griefs I bear,
Which sadden the heart and whiten the hair?
About His throne are eternal calms,

And strong, glad music of happy psalms,

And bliss unraffled by any strife;
How can_He care for my little life?

Jew.

When the lights die down in the path I take,
When strength is feeble and friends forsalke,
When love and music that once did bless
Have left me to silence and loneliness,

And my life song changes to sobbing prayers,
Then my spirit cries out for a God who cares.

When shadows hang over the whole day long,
And my spirit is bowed with shame and wrong,
When I am not good, and the deeper shade _
Of conscious sin in my heart is made,

And(LLo_pg for a Saviour—tan it be

yThat the God of the universe cares for me?
O"wonderful story of deathless loye, e
Each child is dear to that Heart above;

ahts

the gloom of night;
for e 18 strong,

11y possessed. The majorit rostills the sigh and ayakes th )
T [E g?ﬁs {g: re:ro)vjvgs of heaven willJ no% W he sorrow thaf bowed me down Flg__lggarsz
be given to people with ten tal- A'\:D_,(]_,I_Qj\_'eﬁélud L)arq.(}n Scause Ho cares.X
g klal oL e D R 1ot 011 %R are nad 'tn?ce heart again
\ to serve themselves. The vast majority € { St
* U] of crowns of heaven will be given to peos | We are not alone in our hours of pain;
Y c{ ple who had one talent, but gave itall to | Our Father stoops from his throne above: N
f God. And remember that our life here is | "o soothe and quiet us with his love. p
« - introductory to another. Itisthe vesti-| I, jeqves us not when the strife is high; C*
N e e B Mg ilemne. besauss thopparg| And we have eafoty, for he is nigh. o
. ] grander glories within?  Your life, if Can 1h‘bo trouble which he dnt.l_) share? \( -
& rightly lived, is the first bar of an eternal O rest in peace, for the Tiord will care. N
¢| oratorio, and who despises thefirstnote | ... ..
of Haydn’s symphonies? And the life United § 1
o a. you live now is all the more worth hiving | P s »
“ €| because it opens into a life that shall | erms of * &
| never end, and the last letter of the word ([ Fer Mg =
™ *‘time” is the first letter of the word b 1 =3
F “eternity 1V 4 een all ¢ 8
\: 1‘] - v +A nnrta
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with a jangle.

, » | people. I'rom some you learn to expect always|
~. ( asnarl, or a whine, or a groan, while others giveLe
. ! forth words of cheerfulness and joy. When the i
{ grace of God possesses mind and heart, you will ; A
,L ] respond with a sweet spirit to every touch, kind
' ¢ or unkind, rude or loving. You will be a voice b

t for God, in whatever place or company you are
% thrown, a witness for charity and kindness and
t truth, “When a man lives with God,” says r, in order to get rid of the
) pEmerson, “his voice shall be as sweet as “‘%Idono’o
murmur of the brook and the rustle of the corn.”’; ‘
Be a sweet-toned bell.—Cumberland Presbyte-|

-~

desy

L7
N

D

rian.

The sweet-toned bell rings out sweetness, how- 1T
ever gently or rudely it 'igstruck, while the clang- Le!
ing gong cannot be so touched as not to respond W
There is the same difference in Pf'fr

2 )

0

Gold in your bags may make you
great; but it is grace in your heart

whith makes you good.

TN pap

€ relelTed Lo une adt as

when greatness without goodness shall

be confounded.— Secker.

without greatness shall be esteemed,

a

pretend to judge.

ﬂﬂ(/‘
- . N . w ‘op
And yet.I want Him to care for me, et 7, 75

While I live in this world where the sorrows be,

And the busy world has too much to do - \‘o
T(&ﬁtay. Andf se to belp me through; -

for me when T cannot fight, -~
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X EDUCATION AND CHARACTER.

BY J. II. CARLISLE, LL.D,

Suppose someone should quote as a geriptural
truth, “If ye know {hese things, happy are }'C‘.”
Perhaps this quotation might not be more unfair
than some others that are doing service in theo-
logical warfare; but it would be unfair, nnjust,
and even irreverent and wicked. What the sa-
cred page says is, *“ 1 ye know these things, hap-
py are ye if ye dothem.” Happiness depends on
two “ifs.” Knowing and doing lead to happi-
ness. No ‘special blessing of any kind is offered
to a trained intellect, or to a mind crowded with
knowledge. A cultivated intellect is power; but
power is not necessarily a good to the possessor,
or to the bystander. It may be destructive
power. Kvil spirits may be very lsarned in
many respects. The chief evil spirit must be
very wise, experienced, and cunning in many re-
spects. As he has a certain kind of faith, so he
must now have much knowledge. Devils be-
lieve, and know and shudder—and yet are devils
still.

It may be that Satan could turn to our Eng-
lish Bible, and, as he reads the thirteenth chap-
ter of First Corinthians, could instantly trans-
late it into twenty different languages.
may be wicked men living to-day who could do
this wonderful feat; and yet they are not happy.
Their learning is only a sounding brass, a tink-
ling eymbal. One loving thought, one effort at
self-denial, one victory over selfishuess, is worth

more than all their knowledge of dictionaries and
grammars. Knowledge passes away, character
abides.

Hundreds of diplomas, with fresh signatures on
them, were safely deposiled in many homes within
the last few weeks. The owner of one of these
walks the street of his native town, perbaps an
object of surprise, admiration, even envy, ou the
part of his old associates. One of these less
favored may be supposed to say to the young
graduate, as he pass-es: “You have a diplomal
What is tfiat to me? What benefit do I get from
it? You are supposed to know much more than
I do. Ought you not to be more? Ought not
your life to be stronger, deeper, richer, be-
cause of your college course?” These ques-
tions are appropriate. Let the young graduates
of both sexes think of them, and answer them
in their lives.

More than a huadred years ago, David Ram-
goy, then a young man, came from Philadelphia
to South Carolina. He brought a letter from
his old teacher, Dr. Benjamin Rush. One
sentence in this letter of recommendation was
ihis: “The yrung man speaks well, writes well,
and, what is still better, lives well.” We need
just now men who can speak well, and write
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The Christian I«dex has been in fearful
state the last few weeks. Zion’s Herald of
June 20th had an editorial on ‘“Why do Bap-
tists Immerse,”’ and then the WESLEYAN of

his-
neal
roa
dan

Suffering is the common lot of men,
and good men have no right to complain

as “though some strange thing happened

unto them.”
' no man suffer as an evil-doer,” but under

i trial “commit his soul to God in well-

ol
¥

! doing as unto a faithful Creator.”

sell ‘com

July 4th had one on ‘‘The Baptism of Christ,”

and now the Indez is in a fever. We did not

see the article in Zion’s Herald, but it muse
have had force in it, as the Zndex is knocked!
off of both feet and is down with a double case:
of fits. It raves through two and a half col-

umns on July 26th; with subsequent contor-
tions, pronouncing woes on us, assuming the
usual air of superiority, wiggling through the

mazes of ‘‘baptizo’ and other fogs, and coming:
out in the dark, we know not where. We are:
not surprised, however, for the bottom is
knocked out of the immersion theory so that
it won’t hold water any more, and the poor
Index must flounder now on dry land. But
don’t be disconsolate, Brother Index. The
' good old scriptural mode of baptism by pour-
| ing is still intact, and the baptism of the Holy

Ghost which it typifieg is promised to all who
are faithful. %@of e:za,“_ {9 ;-\"’- JW
: : / ¥ ‘7LL
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a by tll.le].use ?fs t:]cks.d They hafl taken possession o:f found in his own
a wha n,o?r ve M‘ bound the. man Yvho was le;fu ne end of the war

WSO, JO SPT

SIeeA AJ1q ueyy
A03BJ0TIAUJ 49A[T S,

1 DOSIL OABY OUM §S153

J0 s[eruo

M

Really, it is easier to dispose of those great quesst,
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me shone with peculiar luster, was temp’ﬁéﬁ“fﬁ‘ ao ;3 nd €omo
S‘f] a dishonorable thing in the routine of his business, ghf:}; coogf ygo
was discovered, brought int iminal, bhe unl .
, droug 1nto court asa Ol‘lmlﬂal, the uuh&ppy results
an_d sent to prison for his crime. A great and illus- |, ‘ these different
P trious name was dragged in the mire. Good men
tl hung thei* heads in humiliation and gorrow; the
o Paser sort laughed satanically over the awful catas-
trophe. ; :
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2De Ia nénitralité de la Gra
M. Montague Bernard, par. G
3 London Times, October 1€
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. Tlhe different methods of dealing vith of
the saloon have been illustrated thus:
1 Twenty - five rattlesnakes running i
through town: Free whisky. 2. Put
d, the rattlesnakes in a hox with twenty- 1d &
tac five holes in it: Low licenze. 3. Stop th o
gla up fifteen of the holes, the snakesﬂa]l th
to 1 get out through the other ten: High ed
sho license. . 4. Drive all the snakes over uy
fi into the next town: Local option. 5.
Kill all the snakes: Prohibition. How
do you prefer your snakes? lg’) 7’

€BolyoRt"
let not the sun go down upon yourewr
> world to understand that there s such

er that is no offense against God. Nothing ;
ous thanthe spontaneous o itburst i

3 |
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of righteous in-? I
n agdiﬁ?ﬂ;: injustice or {wrongdoing. | But this
tlon must not be confused wit ‘personal spitefulness, |
it must not.be allowed to crystallize itself into a per-
ent feeling of vindictiveness. The “wrath ” which
is still alive in the heart at the setting of the sun is very
likely to contain some elements at least of bage alloy and
needs to be suppressed. I J”J L

“ Thed i e il : on—to the question of
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In every intelligent soul there abide three artists,
memory, faley and imagination; but the greatest
She sailec :f .t:‘:?se"m 1m&§thio.n. Fancy allldqimagination are
been buil i a buers. Fancy is lawless, imagination is gov-
I presume i g Yy the wholesome laws of reason, taste and

conscience. The‘‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 18 a

that once. ; f
orable fri¢ fancy, while “Paradise Lost” is imagination.

42

the honor Fancy is mere image-making, while the product of
I did not the true imagination must be vivified with

ﬁlzgg(isgél thought and have some basis in fact. Imagination
03 ~has been called memory looking forward. While
ovgr sput the intellect is the analytical fae , the i i
acquaints ., . i s § ) o Taeniy, LB imagdna -
not then. tion is the cqngstrughive faculty. Memory is the
greatest ( combination of the photographer and phonographer.
men hav It can do what no one else save God can do—it can
applaud 1 give you back your childhood. It can restore the
blood, wh toueh of a vanished hand and bring up all the
a frﬁloll}millll buried loved ones of the long.ago. But imagina-
: irk%;lhe tion, well called by-Lord Bacon, ‘the grandest fac-
‘that may ulty of man,” can ‘do mere wonderful things than
~seat in th these. It takes all the elements that memory
I believe gathers up and recombines them. It goes through
the 1aw ¢ the halls of recollection and invests every portrait
Law, anc with a halo, touches every scene with a fresh glow
trality of 5,4 beauty, and enlarges every object by a power

zg ét ]%gﬁulf which is exclusiyely its own, It takes the things of

declared Sense in the world around us and transforms them
do some into another realm. It is the eye’s telescope and
with rep microscope, the ear’s audiphone and telephone, a
sir, I uni sixth sense opéningto us what the material senses
Stan can never discern. -
“Well, I do not see that .she is much superior to
'vr other Womqn,’*said a man to Newhall as' he stood
in rapt admiration before the Sistine Madonna in
ossil the Dresden Gtallery. - Dr. Newhall says: “‘I ‘made
ight no reply; much less did I think of arguing the mat-
S ter with him, for why should I attempt to- prove
-~ Un th beauty to a man on whom the Si"stiné Madonna had
'&Bn OD £1i1ed?” Said a matter-of-fact critic once to Tuar-
gt%nmsﬁ’é; ner: “Why, Mpr. Turner, I never saw such light and
‘% -‘ia;si';""'“fh color in-nature as you puton your sunget pictures.”
nited | “Don’t you wish you could?” said Tarner; ‘‘as for
, me; me, I never can hope to match with pigments the
glory that I see in the sky,”” To a man of material-
a5 S | jstic tastes, a poor poet-painter said: “When the
‘rather a sun rises you see something like a golden guinea
Hrhent coming out of the sea; 1 see and hear something

against 3 A
suchac like an innumerable company of angels praising.

the two God.” ¢
ceeding: So it'is that in every intelligent soul where there

is a cultivated, pure imagination, abides an artist
excelling Dickens, Scott or Thackery in fiction;

Beethoven, Mendelsohn or Hayden in music; Ra- | i

phael, Titian or Reynolds in painting; Phidias,

- THE ARTISF FAQULTY OF THE SOUL.
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The Scriptures reveal a new world to the imagin= m»jl 5 E ™~ \
ation, and into thisrealm God invites all of His | :g g ! ’
children to enter. It is a realm peopled with angels -&riggﬁ‘ o/ i % 43
and ministering spirits, flooded with light and joy, «‘; -_‘-g ‘*4 e ""’)‘L
filled with the presence of the Infinite Father} T2 2N seddfor
and but the ante-chamber to ‘more glorious ! & =B = '-‘-43:‘: which
maunsions which “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard | gcré? g 20,2 atory
and of which it hath not entered into the heartof | & S 2k i ws for
man to conceive.” Blessed are the pure in heart, ‘r[ & %".’D—q g é’ a';l say
for they see visions more beautiful than were ever | S SN B2 a: long
discerned by the artistic eye of a Turner, or a-Van = 3 o ® o g
Dyck ora Cfx}’avaggio. j ; = Byl < E = is jus-
Finally, since the Creator has placed the imagina«| & "g-: :2 o g"f ai];l'l"Sté
tion in the sou!, beside the will, the reason and the. & % < ,':.'; % < e:tgig_
susceptibility, and since He hag addressed it in u-ee,: e S at the
and flower and ocean, in the beautiful, the sublime PR e v oo [NO ]
and the majestic, as well as in revelation 1q g0 i g - oW g
bering these two commandments: 1, Thou shalt = 'ég 3‘ E @ ?;"'EEE ;'3
not make any mental image which violates the law“';é =R 5 & k] -_é j‘%": g N
of purity or right. "2, Thou shalt not make any ‘m’T 5 g i .E‘:ﬁ%f 5 8 5
image which Christ may not see, gg .P-.a = = 2 Eﬁi Se "é,
| maihatisnathot asmosn dobal oves veer puemogy B 8 o 2882275 5 EE> |
~ Ut el O =y (Y
' © THE STILL HOUR, wi33E8° TRE-ET
—*—**'Ti‘:fif:':ﬁ Seemw—— Tj:,“,,:““ ne g;‘é ~ % *:‘;‘ gn 2 E_};in g dS .\[ ;
|  How do I make mockery of thee, voice of my @ & - 8% @ 75"-;7: e o
Malcer! I force thee to silence, and interpret |p S % 228 %%ﬂ-n”,‘g E,:d EJ )
that silenca as consent. I obey thee, then | 2 ‘;E : ?}' Ql,g‘; ‘_;:_::-m B.ﬁ @ ! (
straightway and in the same matter disobey thee, |th:H rz‘j:s) < Q‘E = 4 g"“g;_g 29 E |
taking from my obedience a cover for my treach- 2lir = % S=2a @fg‘“& ga p
ery. I cultivate oblivion of my errors, but keop Ill...@ @ S43% <X § ~—-,“~_EB L0y

my virtues ever before me. Dost thou condemn |G
me through feeling? I bid thes plead with argu-

RS
f
'y
y8;
ceal,

ments.  Dost thou reason? I wait to be moved g‘:“?l., g

by feeling. I count it right to obay thee, yet I L‘?: A\ ‘EBES sl

count it joyful to abide in sinfulness. In all [0 s ;§§;§ ‘oo"gg

ways and forever I palter with thee, that art go Ry E,Eﬂ?n ;353"

sincere with me. And I know the folly of all E: : ggg‘é .Efg':"“

this, yet do the same. And my weakness grieves [S° g‘: i ,,,f«%',, ﬁ;ﬁﬁa'
| me, yet I.do the same. And Ilong to walk strong || ~ E‘é‘:a Egﬁ ;fa'ﬁg_ﬁ
( and happy and upright with thes and thy God, tl,é ﬁﬁgéé: 50353% J
| yot day alter day I do the same. Whencs shall 1§ Ry vgwﬁ'ﬁ 4‘91 EE:}@E%.A, !
my will get power, and whence shall my heart “gg’ ﬁaﬁg’g’g g“:l'gg)“ :

get sincerity? Have I not risen, even from cf ‘dgogg ‘é’g‘Sng%g

prayer, to defy my conscience? Long-suffering WA :gc,ﬁ by 3§g.§j ,

5 : ; o . £ = -1y a “.Q*;:_q

God of all patience, mercifully bear with my 5‘3:-- 3 gg 5,
unworthiness. Pilying Christ, dispeller of evil, °§§? - i-.n”_ - l
cast out my demons, I beseech theo. Holy Spirit T 8 et s Hg 55 e

of power, come to my ﬂi.d. I have only strength éy had inculcated upon their

to pray Lhee' to do all things for me. Acquiesce (yith four millions, five mil- “
}]ot 0 my pitiable defeats; endure my deeds that vmen who want to put the

insult thee; in spite of mysell save me from themselves.” ‘ »(
myself, T will go forward, and trust more man- jor the consideration of the )

f»u]ly in God. Sound a battle-cry, thou voice of |
‘ God, my conscience! A thousand “defeats shall ‘ 3Yol. V, page 507.
J be forgotten, for God will give me the victory,— |
|

Golden Rule. ‘
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| _¥he Emotional in Religion.

REV. JESSE S. GILBERT, A, M,

It is not uncommon in these days to'
hear people sneer at the emotional in
religion, as though it were a low and
unworthy thing. We are told that|
culture and education repress the emo-
tional, and that religion is a matter of
judgment rather than of feeling. If,
however, in the early days of Method-
ism there was sometimes more heat
than light, more heart power than in-
tellectual development, has not the
pendulum swung too far in the oppo-
site direction? If in the heroic days
of the fathers they had no theological
seminaries, fine churches, operatic
singing or essay sermons, they had the
rapturous shout, the hearty amen, the
streaming tears of penitence and the
trinmphant shout of the soul new born
into God’s kingdom of grace. That in
our time there is a very marked decay
of the emotional, none will deny. It
is manifest everywhere. It is observed
in the present type of conviction and
conversion. Seldom do we any more
see the mental anguish, the prolonged
and desperate struggle with the corres-
ponding exultation and ecstasy that
marked the conversions of the olden |
time. Men are convicted without an-
guish and converted without rapture.
The kingdom of heaven is no longer
stormed with prayers, tears and strong
cries, as though to be taken by very
force. We read the wonderful stories
told in the biographies and narratives
of the fathers, of people torn by the
agonies of conviction, and making the
aisles or woods ring with the glad
shout of triumph in the moment when
God spoke peace to their souls, and
congratulate ourselves that we live in
a more refined and cultured age.

The decay of the emotional is seen
in all the after phases of Christian life.
The “amen’’ corner has’ fallen into an |
“nnocuous desuetude.””” The class-
room is well-nigh'deserted. Preaching 1
is largely argumentative and apolo-
getic. As fervor diminishes, forms in-
crease, hence responsive readings,
Lord’s prayer chants and amens, nojf
longer shouted out by happy saints,
but rendered in the highest style of
operatic art by trained and paid choirs,

Whatever else we are or are not, we
must be respectable and decorous, and

goes wild over a yacht race, and mul-

0& ]
must look in another
real reason. .

The emotional nature is as noble a
&agt of man’s being as any of his other

culties. Without it is only a
thinking machine, incapable of aﬂyee-

tion, patriotism or peetry. The Bible
appeals to the heart as well ss to the
intellect. The psalmist calls upon

birds, beasts, and even rocks and trees
to join in an anthem of praise to the
Creator and Preserver of all. The
EFOphet calls upon the inhabitant of

ion to cry out and shout in joyful ex-
ultation, because of the divine pres-
ence. The heavenly hosts, as seen by |
the beloved discipie in holy vision, |
make heaven’s arches ring with re=|
demption’s song of triumph. Religion, |
like art, poetry and patriotism, has its|
roots deep down in the emotional
nature. Nor in stating this fact do we
depreciate its pature or its evidences.

“*‘The heart sees further than the head.” |

Truth is manifest to the intuitions, the |
conscience and the heart. ']
Why, then, is the emotional so large- |
ignored in the religious life of to- |

1
d’;y? The answer is not far to find.

Worldly conformity has chiiled the
warm current of devotion, snd substi
tuted a formal respectability for old
time fervor. The subtle spirit of doubt
with which the very air seems charged,
and which so largely permeates mod
ern literature, has weakened the faith
of many. The truths of Christianity, |
when firmly believed and in any mess-
ure realized, tend to excite. Men can-
not believe that they themselves, or
that others, are upon the brink of an
eternal hell, and remain unmoved.
Judgment, eternity, responsibility, sin
and redemption are all truths caleu-
lated - to arouse. A returu to the old
paths is the only course that will
awaken the cold hearts and the hard-
ened conscience. There must be clear
conviction, or thers can be no clear
conversion. A mighty baptism of the
Holy Ghost will rekindle the fire upon
the altars of the church, tuin timid
Elis into faithful Elijahg, and many a
doubting Thomas iato a courageous
Peter. More than anything else does ||
the church need this baptism of po xer
from on ‘high—Pentecost restored.
Then shall the church of the living
God, ‘‘fair as the sun, clear as the
moon, and terrible as an army with |
banners,”” mareh joyfully on to victory,
singing -
*“What we have felt and seen,

worship must be rendered in ‘‘goodj
form."’ J

All this is strange when we consider
titudes lose all self control in watehing
a game of foot ball. In politics, busi-
ness and the pursuit of pleasure, man- |
kind were never more susceptible to |
emotion than they are at the present t
time. Men that have passed middle }
age, shout themselves hoarse for a |
favorite candidate, lose their senses
over & winning horse or a popular
prima donna, and those who other=|

that in other matters people are as
wise are staid and sober citizens, act

emotional asever. - The whole country
Tike lunatics upon the stock exchange.|

With confidence we tell,
And publish to the sons of men,
. The signs infallible.”
— Michigan

Advocq}e.

i My soul, be on thy guard;

94 1 Ten thousand foes arise:

The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies.

O watceh, and fight, and pray; "
The battle ne’er give o’er;

Renew it boldly ev'ry day,
And help divine implore.




| The Faith of our Church.

Rev. Joseph Anderson, editor of the Flor-

jda Advocate, has been writing some very

clear scriptural and Methodistic articles, in
his paper, on the Methodist view of sanctifi-
cation. We copy the following :

The time has come to settle the question.
It it really true that 'pemtent sinners have no
knowledge of heart smfulqess and do not seek
inward cleansing? I believe it ean be said
without fear of contradiction that depravity
is a well known fact and that convicred sin-
ners pray for clensing as well as pardon. No
prayer is more common than this, ‘‘Create
in mea clean heart, O God, and renew a right
gpirit within me.” Few passages of seripture
are more frequently quoted to penitents than
St. John’s beautiful declaration, ‘If we con-
fess our sins, he is faithtul and just to forgive
us our sins and to clense us from all unright-
eousness.” And yet more, it is a fact that in
conversion the evil dispositions of the heart
are .changed, the will lets go sin, the heart
ceases to love evil and loves God and his peo-
ple, and the mind beholds Christ as alto-
gether lovely, and delights in truth. The ani-
mal nature is held in check; and by all the
tokens a new creature appears. °‘Old things
have passed away. and behold all things have
become new.’”” And this is certainly initial

ganctification, a surrender to God, submission }

to God’s service. The new convert feels that

he belongs to God and says, ‘I am the Lord’s .

and he is mine.”’
THE FAITH OF OUR CHURCH.

I will not now repeat the testimony of our
doctrinal standards, sufficiently given in a for-
mer article, but wish to give what our great
writers have since said on this vital point.
Rev. George Peck, D. D., in his great work on
Christian Perfection, published fifty-two years
ago, says, ‘‘Justification implies pardon. But
simultaneously with the sinner’s being taken
into favor, he is born again or regenerated.
This is a real change wrought in the soul by
the Spirit of God. And those thus changed or
regenerated are often in the writings of the
apostles called holy and sanctified. Mr. Wes-
ley says, ‘The term sanctified is continually
applied by St. Paul to all that were justified.’”
He quotes largely from Mr. Wesley to the
same effect.

Rev. Nathan Bangs, D. D., sent forth a
work on sanctification forty-three years ago,
in which he states that ‘‘every justified soul is
in part sanctified.” At a later period Rev.
Jesse T. Peck, D. D., afterward a bishop, wrote
his book on The Central Idea of Christianity,
in which he said of conversion, ‘It is evident
also that in this great work is the commence-

ment of sanctification. The very life which it

infused into the soul is a pure life, and hence

of necessity a purifying life. Itis a divine life, |

and thus an active, holy energy, working
against sin and in favor of holiness.” Rev. R.
S. Foster, D. D., and now a bishop, says in his
excellent volume on Christian Purity, that
regeneration ‘‘is holiness begun.” He repeats

it on another page. Richard Wats
Lratsarws rarnamentary Debates,
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- A DEATH-BED WITNESS.

A GeENTLEMAN died last week, ab
his residence in one of our up-town
faghionable streets, leaving $11,000,-
000. He was a member of the Pres-
byterian Church, in excellent stand-
ing, a good husband and father, and
a thriving citizen. On his death-
bed, lingering long, he suffered with
great agony of mind and gave con-
tinual expression to his remorse at

' Up to Thee,’ 16; ‘All Hail the Power of
Jesus’ Name,’ 16; ¢ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord
God Almighty,’ 11; ‘ Lead, Kindly Light,’

YW;E»E.: for hymns of particularkinds
may be regarded as a pretty good testrand
indication of the trend of the inner reli-
gious life. The following is of interest in =
this connection: ‘‘At a meeting some time
ago of a large class of divinity students a |
general vote was taken which showed in- |
dividual preferences for the ten favorite
hymns. The decision was as follows:
‘Rock of Ages’ secured 36; ‘Jesus, Lover
of My Soul,’ 32; ¢ Nearer, My God, to Thee,’

‘3
30; ‘Just as I Am,’ 20; ‘My Faith Looks

10; ‘Abide with Me,’ 10; ¢ God Moves in a

 what his conscience told him had
been an ill-spent life. “O!”” he
exclaimed, as his weeping friends
and relations gathered about his bed
—¢Q if T could only live my years
over again !

or a few years, I would give all the
‘wealth I have amassed in a life-time.
is a life devoted to money-get-
ng that I regret. It is this which
‘weighs me down and makes me de-
' spair of the life hereafter!” His
lergyman endeavored to soothe him,
1t he turned his face to the wall.
You have never reproved my
varicious spirit,’” he said to the
minister. “You have called it wise

s

gsoul!" I would give all T possess to
have hope for my poor soul!” In
this state of mind, refusing to be
consoled, this poor rich man be-
wailed a life devoted to the mere
acquisition of riches. Many came
away from his bedside impressed
with the uselessness of such an ex-
- istence as the wealthy man had
spent, adding house to house, and
dollar to dollar, until he became a
- millionaire. All knew him to be a
professed Christian and a good man,
as the world goes, cﬁ._ 35 amu.uow mBm

‘remorse of his death-bed adminis-

O if I could be spared |

economy and forethought, but my |
riches have been only a snare for my ! |

Mysterious Way,’” 9.7 A paper printing
this list adds this remark: ‘‘ This vote is
significant, Eh«m—:ow as : shows that the
old, old hy: !
do.n@ shows

Hba, advise them rather aumﬁ rebuke
or chasten; help them over the hard
places that so o&.&u meet their untrained
feet; make them your friends. By and
by, almost before you are aware of it,
they will repay your patience and effort
and training, and will show forth the
fruits of a true and useful life.

The Church that cares for the Eﬁn@b.
from the moment they are really and. not
merely uoBgH ‘received, will be ‘the
stronger, and the future will be as full
of gaod as the present is full of promise
.«Ss._ regard to them. ﬂaaooﬁm the cl
dren, and do not keep them Eﬂnﬁﬁm
i1l the cold of the world w
comfort and warmth and
the fold. Wait a' little too long,
perhaps be too late. f

missed from memory. He would
have given all his wealth for a single
| hope of heaven.—New York Journal.

tered a lesson not to be lightly dis- |

Tee Epworth . b,mvm,:mm of our
Church are growing in numbers
rapidly. Our young people are de-

lighted with the mew institution.
Our pastors are taking an active in-
terest in league work, and the con-
gregations are beginning to feel the
pulse of a new life. We believe
there is a wide field of usefulness
open before the Epworth League in

our Church. \%\ P\l& ,A






